Pebbles

formed over a long, long time (sometimes

thousands of years) through earth

processes called ngawhere | weathering

and ngahorohoro | erosion.

Being in water
softens rock.

The tokaiti | cobbles are made
smaller and smaller over time as
the water flows over them and
moves them. The rocks scrape
into each other, rub up against
each other, and collide! Eventually,
they are worked down to being
the size of tokariki | pebbles.

Pebbles have a hard life - the
constant tumbling and rolling
of rocks along the riverbed is
like being in a washing machine!
All this tumbling helps to round
pebbles. The moving water and
sand also help to slowly shape
and polish them.
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When you’re going on a
long hikoi | walk down a
river, make stops along the
way to notice the size and
colour of the loose rocks.

FACT:

Beaches with
pebbles are often
called “shingle
beaches”.
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