I won the race!
. : Now I'm the tdllest tree in the forest:
I'm growing My leaves are in the sunlight, shading fhe
taller as tast as I can. ot | trees below. I've seen brown-skinned
I'm racing the other . \ people come in canoes and pale-skinned
young kauri trees. people come in sailing ships. Moa are
extinct now and very h?ﬂe auri forest is
left, but I'm still here, protected in
Puketi Conservation Park.

Kauri trees belong to an
ancient family of plants.
Instead of having flowers
and fruit, kauri have cones.
Long before people came
to New Zealand, when moa
walked and giant eagles

flew, kauri were growing
in the forest. Millions of
years ago when dinosaurs
walked in the forest, kauri

were there too.

will survive and grow up. A
kauri cone has about 100
seeds. On average the tree
has 1000 cones every year.
Our tree has been growing
for 940 years.

How many seeds has it

produced?

Answer page 21.
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grow. This * 2.3 metres of string *
seed was e chalk

* someone to help you : '

Tie one end of the string to the chalk. Ask your heiper to hold
the other end on the ground. This will be the centre of the trunk.
Keep the string tight and walk round the centre, drawing a circle
with the chalk. That's about how fat Tane Mahuta’s trunk is!

lucky. It landed
on soft soil in
a clearing.
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